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This paper describes alternative methods for data access that are available to developers 
using the Java™ platform and related technologies to create a new generation of 
enterprise applications. The paper highlights industry trends and describes Java 
technologies that are responsible for a new paradigm in data access. Java technology 
represents a new level of portability, scalability, and ease-of-use for applications that 
require data access. 
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A new menagerie of middleware is emerging. These products promise great flexibility in 
partitioning enterprise applications across the diverse corporate computing landscape. 
What factors should you consider when choosing a solution, and how do current products 
stack up? More important to the focus of this article, what role should Web servers play? 
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